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One of the last things 
Jim Town worked on 
with Economic Develop-
ment Council Chairman 
Terry Ellis and I is the 10-
year Economic Develop-
ment plan for Washing-
ton County.  This plan is 
very ambitious and takes 
a hard look at having the 
right infrastructure for 
the County for the next 
10-20 years. 

In creating this plan, 
we looked at the stud-
ies, many supported by 
the EDC, that the Coun-
ty produced over the 
last several years.  We 
recognized and learned 
through the Hwy 77 and 
79 Corridor Project ex-
perience that commer-
cial overlays do matter in 
the planning and zoning 

process. We address this 
issue within the strate-
gic plan by working with 
the County Planning and 
Zoning Department. Be-
low are highlights of a 
few of the new initiatives 
discussed and included 
within the EDC strategic 
plan.

Updated County Compre-
hensive Plan, Land Develop-
ment Code, and FLUM

Status:  Currently un-
derway with a $300,000 
grant. 

• New Initiative: By 
working with the Coun-
ty Planning Department, 
ensure that land use 
planning and land use 
categories are created 
for the next decade to 
accommodate anticipat-
ed growth and expand 
existing land use cate-
gories to provide better 
control of specific site 
uses rather than gener-
al commercial or single 
family residential. 

• Provide for mod-
ern planning for higher 
density multi-family, 
apartments, and condo-
miniums where infra-
structure exists. Expand 
the use of “intent over-

lays” with significant 
mixed-use allocations. 

• Create an industrial 
intent overlay to connect 
the Chipley and County 
industrial parks gener-
ally along the trace of 
the FDOT “East Bypass” 
that also includes some 
mixed use and commer-
cial areas. 

• Update the County 
portion of the Hwy 79 
Corridor Authority over-
lay to provide additional 
mixed use and commer-
cial sites.

Before you think the 
Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) 
is planning an East By-
pass, know they are not 
studying or  it is not in 
their five-year plan at 
this time. The thought is 
should it ever happen, it 
will most likely be some-
where along the path the 
FDOT studied years ago, 
hence start planning for 
the future when it may 
come to pass.

As expressed earlier in 
the article, we learned a 
lot about using the over-
lay intents.  By using this 
tool and pre-designat-
ing the areas where the 
county wants growth 

and where there is in-
fra-structure, it shows 
potential developers 
looking at our future 
use map and comp plan 
where we want them to 
go. 

This means pre-plan-
ning has been done in 
the overlay area and 
their developmental 
time is shorter – they 
can be in business soon-
er than later. We address 
this within District 2 in 
the following new initia-
tive:

New Initiative: The 
Commercial Intent Over-
lay south of I-10 needs 
to be expanded approx-
imately 1-mile further 
south along both sides 
of Hwy 77, and perhaps 
expanded both east and 
west of Hwy 77, with 
an emphasis on multi-
ple intents for commer-
cial, industrial, mixed 
use, residential (low to 
high density) and funds 
sought by the County to 
extend the wastewater 
lines to the full extent of 
the revised overlay. 

This strategic plan was 
worked on and fleshed 
out over four months. It 
is very thorough and will 

take time and money to 
fulfill. The cost of doing 
nothing and not follow-
ing this plan will have 
major negative impli-
cations for the future of 
growth for Washington 
County.

Washington Coun-
ty Registered Voters: If 

you do want to sign the 
Advance Washington 
County petition to place 
the vote on a ballot so 
YOU can decide the fu-
ture, please send in your 
petition immediately.

Call the Chamber at 
850-638-4157 if you need 
a copy.
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Commercial overlays critical for future growth
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I can tell I am getting old-
er, because time isn’t what 
it used to be. We are three 
quarters of the way through 
2021, and 2022 is barreling 
down on us.

My hopes, as we ap-
proach the end of this year 
and the beginning of next 
year, is that this horrible 
virus is better kept at bay, 
and we have more than two 
days in a row of dry weath-
er. The loss of life has been 
devastating throughout 
our community, state, and 
country, but I am hopeful 
that we are on the back 
end of the outbreak. As we 
know from 2020 until now, 

all of that can change very 
quickly. 

As I write this, 
the Chamber is 
still working to-
wards our eco-
nomic develop-
ment initiative 
through Advance 
Washington Coun-
ty. This initiative, 
along with the ex-
tension of water 
and sewer below 
I-10, should excite 
the residents of 
the future of Washington 
County. 

Our local government 
is driven by tax revenues. 

These revenues are brought 
in by sales tax and proper-

ty taxes to name 
a few. Being able 
to bring new busi-
nesses into our 
county would only 
help our local gov-
ernment, law en-
forcement, and 
other budgeted 
offices that rely 
on annual fund-
ing derived from 
those revenues. 
It could also, one 

day, maybe, reduce our per-
sonal property taxes, which 
I am sure would come to 
delight of all residents. 

It has been a very tough 
year with the losses of 
two great individuals that 
were great proponents of 
economic development in 
Washington County. Our 
community will surely miss 
Jim Town and Ole Ellis, but 
we will always remember 
the contributions and vi-
sions they had for us. As I 
said earlier, time isn’t what 
it used to be, and we must 
make the most of the time 
we have left. It is up to us to 
continue to make our com-
munity a place we want to 
leave for our children and 
grandchildren. 
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Chamber Member Benefits
PROMOTES YOUR BUSINESS
• Visitor’s Guides  & Relocation Packages
• Free Business Directory Listing
•  Free Internet Directory Listing w/Free 

Local Media Coverage
• Referrals
•  Use of Chamber Brochure/Business  

Card Racks
•  Bi-Monthly Newsletter w/Spotlights  

on Member Businesses

•  Business Card Services to New Members
•  Advertising Opportunities in Newsletter/

County Maps/Visitors Guide/Web
•  A discounted subscription to the  

Washington County News for new  
and renewing members

NETWORKING
• Third Thursday Breakfast
• Annual Chamber Membership Banquet

KEEPS YOU INFORMED
•  Our Newsletter, Membership Directory 

and Website, among other resources  
and publications, are outstanding infor-
mation sources.

PROVIDES A BUSINESS INVESTMENT
•  Tax Deductible Chamber Investments 

EDC Investments and Opportunities to 
be involved in Economic Development 
Efforts in Washington County

A Message from the President

A Message from the Executive Director

BRANDON 
LOVERING

2021 
Chamber 
President

Rain, rain and more rain. 
It is almost as if we are 
living through a monsoon 
season. It feels like that at 
work as well. I do not re-
member a time that we are 
so busy here at the Cham-
ber. 

Advance Washington 
County is collecting peti-
tions in order to create a 
referendum on the con-
sumption of alcohol that 
would be done sometime 
in December of this year or 
early January 2022. 

As many see this issue, 
it is about economic de-
velopment. If the referen-
dum comes to a vote and 
passed, it could bring in 
more opportunities to the 

County for larger restau-
rant chains and no 
more than three 
package stores to 
open. 

Did you know 
that your larger 
truck stops will 
not even come  
come to a dry 
county? By re-
maining dry, we 
are hindering 
ourselves from 
attracting these types of 
businesses and not realiz-
ing the tax revenues that 
would come to the county.

Many go to Jackson 
County or Holmes County 
to purchase wine and spir-
its and the taxes on the sale 

of these spirits stay in the 
county in which 
they are pur-
chased. 

We have heard 
from many in our 
county who would 
like these busi-
nesses – and rev-
enues – to stay 
in our county. For 
this reason the 
Advance Wash-
ington County 

PAC was set up.     
We think it should be 

the decision of the voters 
to decide what they want. 
The only way to do this 
is have enough petitions 
signed and certified by the 
Supervisor of Elections in 

order to do the referendum 
so YOU the voter can have 
your say. 

As many of you know, the 
community has lost two 
community leaders in the 
past few months. 

First we lost James Town 
and recently we lost Ole El-
lis. Both of these men gave 
so much of their time and 
efforts to many organiza-
tions, communities and the 
development of the Coun-
ty. I am very fortunate to 
have known both of them 
extremely well and had 
the opportunity to not only 
learn from them, but recog-
nize how the their efforts, 
and those on their team, af-
fected us in a good way.

TED 
EVERETT
Executive 
Director
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NF-11122233

Chipley Medical Group
Wendy Corbin, APRN-C

1376 Brickyard Rd., Suite 3, Chipley, FL

850-638-0552

Northwest Florida Community Hospital
Providing Healthcare for the Entire Family!

Illnesses & Injuries - Chronic Conditions - Family Care

nfch.org

Kevin Hornsby, MD
1360 Brickyard Rd., Specialty Center, Chipley, FL

850-415-8303

Vernon Clinic
Leann Davidson, APRN-C
3250 Main St., Vernon, FL

850-535-2096

John D. Byrd, MD
Michael Kennedy, APRN-C

Candace Donaldson, APRN-C
5429 College Drive, Graceville, FL

850-263-0639
1360 Brickyard Rd., Specialty Center, Chipley, FL

850-415-8185

EXPRESS CARE
Monday-Saturday, 7 am-7pm

Christy Davis, APRN-C
Colleen Wahl, APRN-C

1376 Brickyard Rd., Suite 2, Chipley, FL

850-638-0552
Walk-ins Welcome!

Family Healthcare of Chipley
Amer Malik, MD - Internal Medicine

Zachary Dickson, APRN-C
Jeffery Horton, APRN-C

1410 Brickyard Rd., Chipley, FL

850-638-3400

Chamber Third Thursday

Washington County Registered Voters

Sign and return your petition today for the advancement of economic 
development for our county.

If you did not receive a copy of the petition in the mail and would like one*:
• Download from www.AdvanceWashington.com; sign and return to: 
 PO Box 1069 Chipley, FL 32428

•  Pick-up and drop off at these Chipley locations: 
 Chamber of Commerce on 5th Street – Elite Realty on Main Street (Hwy 77) 
 Chipley Gun & Pawn on Hwy. 90 – One Florida Bank on Main Street (Hwy. 77)

Political Advertisement Paid for and approved by Advance Washington, 672 N. 5th St., Chipley, FL 32428

AdvanceWashington

*Only Registered Voters in Washington County may sign this petition.

Membership Report
Welcome to our 
New Members

Anglo American Screens & Gutters
The Market on 7th Street
Jyl Eickmann

Thanks to our 
Renewing Members

ABC Fence Systems
Boy Scout troop #39
BJ’s Grill
Brown Insurance Services
Chipola Area Habitat for Humanity 
Commercial Property Investments
Corbin Auto Sales
First Commerce Credit Union

First Federal Bank
Fresh Start Coalition
Hasty Heating & Cooling 
Hudson Office Supply
Les Jolie Dames Club
Main Street Market
Main Street Mercantile
NHC HomeCare
Nick Dillard Construction
One Florida Bank
Sand Hills Santa
Signature Community Home Health
Surplus & Salvage of Chipley 
TherapyWorld of NW Florida 
United Way of Northwest Florida
Josephine R. Floyd

Notice to members: Due to increases in COVID transmissions and for the 
well-being of our members and the NFCH staff, Chamber Third Thursday meet-
ings held at the NFCH Specialty Center Education room will be suspended for Oc-
tober and November. We will notify you if this situation changes and when we are 
able to start our regular monthly lunch meetings again. 
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At Gulf Power we are working together with the 
communities we serve to make Northwest Florida an  
even better place to raise a family and do business.

GulfPower.com/Together

The Washington 
County Tourist Devel-
opment Council (TDC) 
is excited to announce 
it will be launching a 
virtual visitor center in 
the spring of 2022. This 
creates a digital tool that 
can be taken advantage 
of 24/7, 365 days a year 
by visitors and residents 
alike.

There are many chal-
lenges faced by physical 

visitor centers. For one, 
the new millennial gen-
eration of travelers pre-
fer to get their informa-
tion digitally. Two, being 
a small rural county, the 
TDC cannot staff the 
center for nights and 
weekends. And three, 
during the pandemic 
some travelers don’t feel 
comfortable being in-
side of the visitor center 
to collect information or 
ask questions about the 
area. A virtual center 
solves all of these.  

The site will feature an 
interactive business di-
rectory, a travel resource 
section and four custom 
itineraries showcasing 
special themes in the 
county to encourage ex-
ploration. The business 
directory section will be 

a tiled listing of all busi-
nesses/locations that 
are tourist related in the 
county. This list will be 
able to be filtered, only 
showing what the visitor 
has searched for.  Once 
the search is complete, 
the visitor can click on 
an individual business 
listing to bring up addi-
tional information such 
as contact info, a Google 
Map, Google Reviews 
and places nearby. 

All listings will use 
Google Places and the 
Google algorithm tech-
nology ensuring all in-
formation on the site 
will be automatically 
updated as the business 
updates it’s information 
through Google. This 
will also be advanta-
geous after natural di-

sasters as well as during 
pandemics when busi-
ness operations change 
frequently. The travel 
resource section will be 
the home of all digital 
guides and brochures 
for the county as well as 
listing events through-
out the year. The itiner-
aries section will include 
an interactive Google 
Map with each custom 
itinerary with the option 
to print the itinerary 
to take with you on the 
road.

The site will be ful-
ly integrated into the 
original TDC website, 
which will improve per-
formance and Google 
ranking. Signage will be 
produced and placed at 
locations throughout 
the county, encouraging 

guests to use the virtu-
al site to find locations 
and explore more op-
tions while they are in 
the county. Visitors will 
simply need to use the 
QR code on the signage 
to go straight to the vir-
tual center. They will 
also be able to access 
the site through the TDC 
website by clicking on 
the button at the top of 
the home page. 

The TDC hopes this 
product will benefit 
travelers by creating an 
easy, interactive visitor 
center experience on the 
go that can enhance the 
services already offered 
by the physical visitor 
center. For more infor-
mation, please contact 
the TDC office at (850) 
638-6013.

Download now for FREE the official 
mobile app for Washington County 
Chamber of Commerce WCCCFL

The app is FREE and available for 
download now on the Apple IOS store 
and Google Play store. This app will 
enhance the membership experience 
and provide the county with an inter-
active tool to be more involved with 
members’ businesses. The WCCCFL 
app is your chamber in your pocket! 
With its new interactive clean mobile 
platform. Your WCCCFL app can pro-
vide for you a directory of members, 
an updated map feature, Facebook 
and YouTube links for your business, 
upcoming meetings, activities, and a 
quick and easy Join Now feature. 

Download the 
free Chamber

mobile app 
WCCCFL

TDC to launch virtual visitor center

HEATHER
LOPEZ

TDC Director

Kudos to ...
... Community South 

Credit Union CEO Jan 
Page who was recently 
recognized as a Credit 
Union National Associ-
ation (CUNA) Rock Star.

Page was featured in 
a CUNA article for her 
leadership in CSCU’s 
approach to serving 
their members. Titled 
“Slow to Say No,” the 
article discussed Page’s 
focus on building mem-
ber loyalty.

JAN PAGE
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At One Florida Bank, we believe in relationships. We
take a local, personal approach to everything we do,
from our local management decisions to working
one-on-one with each of our customers. As we grow,
we will bring that same approach to understanding the
goals of your family, your business or your organization
to offer valuable products and services that support
your goals.

This is a very exciting time for our bank and the
communities we serve. Because working together,
our goals are One.

WE ARE
ONE
FLORIDA.

850.415.6870
1385 Main St. | Chipley, FL 32428

ONEFLORIDABANK.COM

NF-11105877

What began as what she 
thought would be a temporary 
job culminated for Janet Kin-
ney in August with a retire-
ment celebration to honor her 
nearly 45 years of service to 
Northwest Florida Communi-
ty Hospital.

Kinney began her career in 
February 1977 as a switchboard opera-
tor. 

Through the years, she has held many 
positions at the hospital, including ma-
terials manager, in data processing, ad-
ministrative assistant to the Director of 
Nursing, purchasing agent, marketing 
director, director of clinical services, 
and purchasing manager. She has also 
served as interim CEO for both NFCH 
and the facility’s sister hospital, Cal-
houn-Liberty Hospital in Blountstown. 
She retired this month as NFCH Chief 
Operating Officer. 

“I was simply going to work part time 
for a few months,” reflects Kinney. “I 
walked into the front lobby of the old 
hospital and asked if there were any 
jobs available at the switchboard. I 
started working that day. But every day, 
it grew on me, and I really started to 
love what I was doing.”

Kinney, beloved by both hospital 
staff and members of the community, 
was honored with a reception in the 
event room at the NFCH Specialty Cen-
ter – a room that she learned will soon 
be officially named the Janet Kinney 

Education Center as a nod to 
her years of dedication to the 
hospital, its staff, and the pa-
tients it serves.

NFCH CEO Michael Kozar 
made the announcement, 
noting Kinney’s passion for 
her work.

“There are no words or de-
scriptions that can describe 
the dedication and commit-
ment that Janet has given to 

this organization,” said Kozar. “More 
times than not, Janet worked seven 
days a week to ensure that our staff had 
what was needed to take care of our pa-
tients. She always put the staff and the 
patients before herself.”

“There is not a nook or cranny of 
this organization that Janet has not 
touched,” he added. “The knowledge 
acquired as she accumulated these 
years could never be duplicated. Janet 
Kinney is the ultimate team player, and 
NFCH has been blessed to have her on 
our team.”

Kozar points to Kinney’s efforts for 
many of the hospital’s successes over 
the years – as well as for helping ensure 
growth for Calhoun-Liberty Hospital, 
where Kinney has served twice as in-
terim CEO.

“Without her work at Calhoun Lib-
erty post Hurricane Michael, working 
with the state of Florida, FEMA, DEO, 
and many other organizations, that 
community couldn’t be in a position to-
day to be building a new hospital,” he 
said. “Her work made that new hospital 
possible.”

Among many milestones Kinney has 
helped see to fruition for NFCH are the 
renovation projects for both the emer-
gency room and the 2nd floor, help-
ing acquire generators for the hospital 
which proved prudent when the facility 
found itself running on generator pow-
er for ten days following Hurricane Mi-
chael, and helping grow the hospital’s 
physician practices to where they are 
now, logging more than 55,000 clinic 
visits a year.

Most recently, Kinney helped the hos-
pital and the community navigate test-
ing and treatment during the COVID-19 
pandemic, helping make the gold stan-
dard of COVID-19 testing – polymerase 

JANET
KINNEY

NFCH honors Janet Kinney for 
more than forty years of service

See KINNEY, Page 10

CAROL KENT WYATT
Washington County News

[WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS ]

NFCH CEO Michael Kozar hugs Janet Kin-
ney after presenting her with a retirement 
gift.
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Washington County 
lost one of its most pro-
lific leaders in economic 
development with Sep-
tember’s passing of O.L. 
“Ole” Ellis, Jr.

Ellis, 85, passed away 
Sunday, September 12, 
leaving behind a legacy 
of leadership and ser-
vice.

Ellis’ first career was 
that of military service. 
He was commissioned as 
a Second Lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army following 
his graduation from the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi, where he 
earned a marketing de-
gree and was honored as 
a Distinguished Military 
Graduated. He went on to 
become a pilot and serve 
in staff and command po-
sitions around the U.S., 
Europe, and Vietnam, 
serving two tours in Viet-
nam during the Vietnam 
War and earning the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, 
the Air Medal (1967), and 
the Bronze Star before re-
tiring in 1979.

Ellis then began a sec-
ond career as Executive 

Director of the Washing-
ton County Chamber of 
Commerce and quickly 
made his mark as an eco-
nomic leader and vision-
ary.

“Ole Ellis was more 
than a community lead-
er,” said current Chamber 
of Commerce Executive 
Director Ted Everett. “He 
was a mentor to many, 
who also gave his en-
ergy, his time, and his 
effort to many organiza-
tions within Washington 
County. Ole stood out to 
me because of his faith, 
his character, and his 
willingness to take his 
time to help move Wash-
ington County forward.”

Among those efforts 
was Ellis’ work to create 
economic new initia-
tives.

He helped establish 
the Chipley Development 
Agency in 1985, and later, 
the county’s enterprise 
zones, which targeted 
specific sites for econom-
ic revitalization through 
tax abatements and oth-
er incentives before sun-
setting in 2015.

Ellis also served twice 
as Chipley’s Interim City 
Manager and alongside 

fellow economic leader 
John Dougherty, was in-
strumental in bringing 
WestPoint Home (then 
WestPoint Pepperell), 
Walmart, and the North-
west Florida Reception 
Center to the county.

Ellis’ commitment to 
economic growth didn’t 
stop at the boundaries 
of Northwest Florida, 
however. He served on 
the board for the Florida 
Economic Development 
Council and helped rural 
communities gain more 
equal footing with urban 
areas as a founding mem-
ber of the Rural Issues 
Working Group. Through 
that group’s efforts, leg-
islation was passed un-
der former Governor Jeb 
Bush to designate fiscal-
ly distressed counties 
as Rural Area of Critical 
Economic Concern, a 
designation that helps 
counties like Washington 
County qualify and rank 
higher for consideration 
in the grant process.

The Chamber of Com-
merce established an 
award more than a de-
cade ago to honor Ellis’ 
enterprising spirit. Titled 
the “Ole Ellis Washington 

County Lifetime Commu-
nity Leadership Award,” 
the award is given inter-
mittently to individuals 
for outstanding work and 
dedication to moving 
Washington County for-
ward. Appropriately, Ellis 
himself was the award’s 
inaugural recipient.

Fellow Washington 
County economic leader 
and current Chairman of 
the Florida Public Service 
Commission Gary Clark 
says Ellis had a “servant’s 
heart.”

“When I say he had a 
servant’s heart, I mean 
he lived to see his com-
munity, his family, and 
the people around him 
grow and prosper,” said 
Clark. “He always want-
ed to make a difference. 
He wanted to be a cata-
lyst for making this com-

munity a better place live 
and work and he never 
care who got the credit.”

Ellis was married to his 
high school sweetheart, 
Bertha “Bebe” (Chunn) 
Ellis for 64 years. In ad-
dition to Bertha, Ellis is 
survived by their chil-
dren: Chris Ellis, Terry 
Ellis, Derek Ellis, and Ra-
chel Ellis Belser, as well 
as 11 grandchildren and 
15 great-grandchildren.

“Dad was a champion 
for serving and making 
a difference for this com-
munity,” reflected Terry 
Ellis. “No matter what 
you do, it wasn’t a ques-
tion of if you served; it 
was to figure out your 
place and how to serve. 
He did this in this fami-
ly, his job, his communi-
ty – in so many ways. He 
served and went above 
and beyond.”

Ole Ellis remembered as economic visionary
CAROL KENT WYATT

Washington County News

O.L. “Ole” 
Ellis, Jr.

Ellis and the late Jim Town, another beloved economic 
leader lost in 2021, are pictured at a past Chamber holiday 
open house event.

Ole Ellis presents the Ole Ellis Washington County Lifetime 
Leadership Award to the late John Dougherty, Gulf Power’s 
former District Manager for Chipley. The award was estab-
lished more than a decade ago in Ellis’ honor. Pictured from 
left: Chamber Executive Director Ted Everett, then Chamber 
President Andrew Fleener, Dougherty, Ellis, and Chamber 
Board Member Gary Clark.

Ellis (right) is pictured with son Terry Ellis during a site visit to WestPoint Home (formerly WestPoint Pepperell and West-
Point Stevens) on the occasion of the company’s 25th anniversary of opening in Washington County.
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Community South Credit Union
proudly supports the Washington
County Chamber of Commerce!

Community South Credit Union
proudly supports the Washington
County Chamber of Commerce!

CommunitySouth.net
NF-11105878

AUGUST THIRD THURSDAY HIGHLIGHTS

Neves Publishing Staff Carol Kent Wyatt, 
editor, and Diane Robinson, reporter, 
enjoy their lunch.

Ted Everett encourages new member Jonathan Barr-Smith  and his wife, Chamber admin-
istrative assistant Nicole Barr-Smith, to lead the We Believe chant.

Publisher Nicole Barefield talks about the new 
ownership of the Washington County News.

Philip Horvath listens intently to the 
program.

Carol Kent Wyatt re-acquaints with Josephine 
Robinson-Floyd and Albert Floyd.

Chamber members share lunch and conversation prior to the August Third Thursday program.
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NF-1110587612778 (9-13)

In this moment...
It doesn't matter if you saved money in 15 minutes.

It doesn't matter if your neighbor has the same insurance as you do.
What matters right now is the quality of your independent insurance agent

and the company that stands behind them.
Call or visit us:

Rogers Insurance Agency, Inc.
1396 Jackson Avenue | Chipley, FL 32428 | (850) 638-1805

NF-5026118

DIANE M. ROBINSON
Washington County News

SAFETY
YOUR

CONNECTION
Stay away from downed power lines. They can still be 
energized. Never attempt to move or drive over them. 
Instead, call 911 to report fallen power lines. 

Connecting you to safety!

www.westflorida.coop

Florida Panhandle Tech-
nical College unveiled their 
new ambulance simulator at 
a ribbon cutting on Monday, 
August 9. 

The simulator was pur-
chased with  Governors 
Emergency Education Relief 
(GEER) grant funding. 

The ambulance simulator 
cost $80,000 along with an 
additional $17,000 for a fully 
functioning trauma patient 
simulator named HAL. 

College officials state both 
simulators are a boon for 
FPTC with the ambulance 
being the only one of its kind 
in the area. The ambulance 
has airbags underneath to 
simulate real roads and real 
life conditions that students 
will face on the job. 

HAL has the capability to 
do all the things the human 
body does, with actions  
recorded to a DVR that can 
track each student’s prog-
ress to help them learn from 
mistakes as well as reinforce 
best practices. 

Officials also state that the 
simulators helps students 

prepare for practical and 
clinical training at North 
Florida Community Hospital 
that is required to gain their 
certificates.  

Public Safety Coordinator 
Brandon Stevenson says 
it will take training to the 
next level. “Having these 
tools will enable us to teach 

our students in a way we 
couldn’t before,” said Ste-
venson. “This provides real 
time training with state-of-
the-art equipment.”

Public Safety Coordinator Brandon Stevenson speaks to attendees about the benefits of both the simula-
tors to FPTC.

Florida Panhandle Technical College 
unveils new ambulance simulator

FPTC Director Larry Moore checks 
out the college’s new patient sim-
ulator, “HAL.”
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NF-

Hasty
Heating & Cooling

850-638-3611
1050 Main St., Chipley, FL 32428 CAC 1814468 ER0013265

Sales • Service • Repair
New HVAC Equipment

Complete Duct Systems or Repairs
Retrofits & New Construction
Complete Electrical Services
Breaker Boxes & New Circuits
Parking Lot & Canopy Lighting
Bucket Truck Services 35 ft.

Residential/Commercial
HVAC • Electrical Services

Commercial Kitchen Hoods & Refrigeration

Serving the Tri-County Area Over 19Years

HHC

N
F-
11

10
58

83

Better Business BureauBetter Business Bureau®® Serving Northwest FloridaServing Northwest Florida
Building trust in every relationship to create a better marketplace

Funded by business people who champion their beliefFunded by business people who champion their belief
that ethics in business matters!that ethics in business matters!

Your resource for
free, objective, un-
biased information
on businesses and
charities.

info@nwfl.bbb.org/bbb.org 850.429.0002/800.729.9226

Don’t be a victim,
check out bbb.org for
information on the
latest frauds and
scams.

Make
Memories
in a Home
You Own

Helping families achieve their dreams
of home ownership since 1962.

Our loan experts will help find the
right home loan for you.

Applying is easy!
Call 1-877-499-0572 or visit us online.

© 2020FirstFederalBank isaFDIC insurednationallychartered,mutualsavingsbankapproved lender.
Trade/servicemarksare thepropertyofFirstFederalBank,ResidentialMortgageLicensee:408902.

MemberFDIC | EqualHousingLender

ffbf.com

NF-11117267

United Way of NWFL kicks off 
Washington County campaign

United Way of Northwest Florida kicked off their 2021 campaign with a thermometer placement at Northwest Florida 
Community Hospital Wednesday, September 29. This year’s goal is to raise $25,000 with proceeds going to local ser-
vice organizations such as Early Learning Coalition of NWFL, Feeding the Gulf Coast, Washington County Long Term 
Recovery, and many more. At left: Washington County was well represented at the United Way of Northwest Florida 
Community Campaign kick-off in Bay County, with Ted Everett as the guest speaker. Above: From left: Advisory com-
mittee members Nicole Barefield, Darrin Wall, Philip Horvath, Washington County School Superintendent Joe Taylor, 
Development Director Angela Klopf, and Chamber Director Ted Everett.



10  |  OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 2021  |  WASHINGTON COUNTY BUSINESS ADVOCATE

chain reaction (PCR) – an 
in-house service avail-
able in Chipley. 

“She nearly single 
handedly created a mo-
lecular lab at NFCH that 
has processed tens of 
thousands of COVID 
tests in our community,” 
said Kozar.

But just as adept as 
Kinney is at making the 
big things happen, she 
has never forgotten that 
it’s the most basic of du-
ties that are vital to the 
hospital’s success. Her 
peers note that Kinney’s 
job description has few 
limits.

“I think she has done 
everything in this hospi-
tal but work as a doctor,” 
mused Dr. Annette Por-
ter. “She would get in the 
kitchen and cook, clean 
bathrooms, and also run 
the hospital adminis-
tratively. She knows ev-
erything and has done 
every job here. She has 
been the backbone of this 
place forever and has an 
incredible heart for this 
community. There’s no 
way we can adequately 
thank her.”

Dr. Gabriel Berry 
agrees.

“Janet is just behind 
the scenes and makes the 
hospital go,” he said. “She 
doesn’t seek any atten-
tion, but if there’s any-
thing you need to make 
happen or anything you 
need done, she’s the one 
who makes it happen. 
She’s the answer to any 
question.”

Marcey Black, who 
served as CFO/Director 
of Accounting during 
Kinney’s tenure, called 
her a problem solver. 

“She’s probably the 
most hard-working per-
son I’ve ever known – 
most dedicated for sure,” 
said Black. “If we were 

short on housekeeping 
staff, I’ve seen Janet grab 
a cart and get to work. 
Any position, she worked 
it there.”

Former NFCH mate-
rials manager Shane 
Blackburn credits Kinney 
for a lot of his profession-
al growth.

“We worked in tandem, 
we're a lot like family,” 
said Blackburn. “I worked 
for her for 22 years, ini-
tially as warehouse clerk 
when she was materials 
manager. As she moved 
up, I did, too. She was of-
ten the first one there and 
the last to leave. I owe her 
much for my well-being 
and career development.”

As much as Kinney 
loved her work family, 
she also took the time to 
have a family of her own 
with husband, Lane. The 
couple raised three chil-
dren – Megan, Kaitlin, 
and Colt ¬– and she is 

enjoying life as a grand-
mother to Luke.

Megan Kinney says she 
has plenty of memories 
of growing up around her 
mom’s extended family.

“I literally grew up in 
that hospital,” she said. 
When I was just a few 
weeks old, I was in a bas-
sinet in my mom’s office. 
Without a doubt, we all 
learned our work ethic 
from her.”

Long-time friend, 
Washington County 
Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Ted 
Everett, says Kinney’s 
work ethic benefited 
not only her family and 
NFCH, but the communi-
ty as well.

“Because of her leader-
ship, absolute knowledge 
of every aspect of the 
hospital, the hospital was 

able to weather the tough 
times only to come out 
better than it has been 
ever before,” said Everett. 

“To many, it would be 
surprising just how large 
of an impact this singular 
act had on our hospital 
and all rural hospitals. It 
truly forced our hospi-
tal to seek other ways to 
make ends meet. It was 
the executive leadership 
team of which Janet was 
a part that found new 
programs, new ways to 
expand the care the hos-
pital could offer our com-
munity.”

Kinney’s communi-
ty efforts through the 
Chamber of Commerce 
were far reaching, earn-
ing her the award for 
Chamber Member of Year 
in 2017.

“I have witnessed the 
love and concern she ex-
udes for each and every 
person at the hospital,” 

he added. “Their prob-
lem was her problem to 
help solve, and she did 
that with smarts, com-
passion, firmness, and 
sound counseling.”

Kinney says while she 
is sure she will still be 
around on a limited basis 
to help the hospital with 
future endeavors, she 
does have a few thoughts 
to leave with her NFCH 
family.

“Keep the patient in 
front of you and live the 
purpose of healing and 
caring for others. That’s 
the reason why we are in 
healthcare,” she said. 

“And I hope you know 
I’ll always be your big-
gest fan and will look and 
celebrate every achieve-
ment in the future – be-
cause there’s a lot com-
ing.”

KINNEY
From Page 5

‘Janet Kinney is the ultimate team player – 
and Northwest Florida Community Hospital 
is blessed to have had her on our team.’

NFCH CEO Michael Kozar

NF-11105901

PLATINUM

Gulf Power Company

GOLD

Business Evaluation &
Appraisal, Inc.

Northwest Florida
Community Hospital

West Florida Electric
Cooperative

Washington
County News

SILVER

Atkins Global

Community South
Credit Union

Hard Labor Creek
Plantation

Metric Engineering

One Florida Bank

WestPoint Home

2021 INVESTORS
BRONZE

AT&T
Buchanan Properties of 

Northwest Florida
Capital City Bank

Chequita Hilversum, OD 
Chipley Therapy Group

Commercial Property 
Investments
Elite Realty

First Federal Bank, Chipley 
Fleener’s Cleaners

Florida Panhandle 
Technical College

Gulf Coast Electric Cooperative 
Hancock Bank

Nick Dillard Construction 
Peoples South Bank

Regions Bank
Rogers Insurance Agency 
Seacrest Wolf Preserve

The Market on 7th Street 
Townsend Building Supply 
Trawick Construction Co.

O.L. Ellis Jr.
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NF-11099216

POWERFUL. PRINT & DIGITAL. MARKETING

1-850-573-0319 | 1-850-832-9069

We know your small business is a big part of your life.
We also know that marketing your business can be
stressful and time-consuming.

Let us Help.

We are your trusted partner for media solutions to
make your marketing simple, so you can get back to
what’s really important — running your business.

WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

Scarecrows deliver festival fall spirit

The Chipley Garden 
Club recently conclud-
ed its annual Scarecrow 
Building Contest by an-
nouncing winners Satur-
day, September 17. 

Scarecrow contest win-
ners are: Adult Division 
First Place – Dawn Viet 
for “We are the World, We 
are the Children”; Second 
Place – Chad and Sherry 
Massey for “Clem Kaddle-
hopper”; Youth Division 
First Place – “Yelton Kids” 
for “Hilda”; Second Place – 
Easton and Collin Odom 
for “Grounded”; Business 
Division First Place – Talk 
O’ the Town for “Jules O’ 
the Garden”; Second Place 
– Washington County His-
torical Society for “Moon-

shine Mania”; People’s 
Choice – Dr. Sasha Minor 
for “Cheap Toothbrush-
es”; Garden Club Special 
Award – Chipola Area 
Habitat for Humanity for 
“Grateful for Home”; Fun-
niest –  Easton and Col-
lin Odom for “Grounded”; 
Recycling – Chipola Area 
Habitat for Humanity 
for “Grateful for Home”; 
Most Unusual – Chelle 
Odom for “Make America 
Crow Again”; Scariest – 
The Market on 7th Street 
for “Market Man”; Most 
Patriotic – Chelle Odom 
for “Make America Crow 
Again”; Sweetest – “Yelton 
Kids” for “Hilda”; Most 
Traditional –Chad and 
Sherry Massey for “Clem 
Kaddlehopper.”

“Cheap Toothbrushes,” 
entered by Dr. Sasha Minor, 
earned the People’s Choice 
Award.

Titled, “Grateful for Home,” Chipola Area Habitat for Humanity’s scarecrow entry won 
both the award for Recycling and the Garden Club Special Award.
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Chipley, Florida 32428

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

JULY
Every Tuesday Noon – Kiwanis Luncheon

Every Tuesday / Thursday / Saturday (7-12)
12-5pm – Farmers Market Open, 685 7th St., Chipley

Every Wednesday
9-2pm – Vernon Hist. Historical Society Open

Every Friday and 1st Saturday
9-2pm W.C. Historical Society Museum Open

JUNE
Every Tuesday Noon – Kiwanis Luncheon

Every Tuesday / Thursday / Saturday (7-12)
12-5pm – Farmers Market Open, 685 7th St., Chipley

Every Wednesday
9-2pm – Vernon Hist. Historical Society Open

Every Friday and 1st Saturday
9-2pm W.C. Historical Society Museum Open

2 6 pm. - Vernon Town Council Workshop
3 5 pm - WC Planning & Zoning @ Annex
4 Last Day of School 
5 Noon - Friends of Library @ Chipley Library

5 pm - Chipley City Council Workshop
6:30 pm - Sunny Hills Civic Association Mtg.

6-8 STP – Honky Tonk Angels @ Playhouse
9 5:30 pm - WC School Board Meeting

7 pm - Vernon Council Meeting
10 6 pm - Chipley City Council Meeting

6 pm - Caryville Town Council Meeting
6 pm - Ebro Town Council Meeting 

11 Noon - Chipley Woman’s Club Mtg @ Clubhouse
12 Noon Chipley Lions Club @ Skins & Bubba

6 pm - Wausau Town Council Meeting
13 Full Strawberry Moon
16 6 pm. - Vernon Town Council Workshop
19 10:30 am - Wausau Garden Club
23 4 pm - WC TDC Workshop/Board Meeting

7 pm - Vernon Council Meeting
25 9 am - Wash. Co. Commission Workshop @ Annex
26 9 am - Wash. Co. Commission Mtg @ Annex 
27-28 Annual Watermelon Festival – Ag Center

1 Noon - Friends of Library @ Chipley Library 
5 pm - WC Planning & Zoning @ Annex

3 6:30pm - Sunny Hills Civic Association
5:00pm - Chipley City Council Workshop

4 Independence Day
7 6 pm - Vernon Town Council Workshop
8 6 pm - Chipley City Council Meeting 

6 pm - Ebro Town Council
6:pm - Caryville Town Council 

9 Noon -  Chipley Woman’s Club Mtg @ Clubhouse
10 Noon – Chipley Lions Club @ Skins n’ Bubba

6 pm - Wausau Town Meeting@ Town Hall
12 Full Buck Moon
14 5:30 pm - Washington County School Board Meeting

7 pm - Vernon City Council Meeting
16 9 am – WCBOCC Workshop- Annex
17 7:30 am – Chamber 3rd Thursday Mtg@NFCH Sp.Ctr.

8:30 am – Ambassador Mtg. @NFCH Sp.Ctr
9 am – WCBOCC Meeting - Annex
11:30 am - Wausau Garden Club

21 6 pm - Vernon Town Council Workshop
28 4 pm – WC TDC Workshop/Board Meeting

7 pm - Vernon Town Council Meeting

PRESIDENT from page 2

meeting is June 29  at 9 a.m.  Add these meetings to
your calendar and stay involved in your community!

 The Chamber’s next Third Thursday Breakfast is
June 19 at 8:30 a.m. Come join us for a wonderful
breakfast at the hospital’s Specialty Center.  Interim
Clerk of Court Harold Bazzel is our speaker. He will
discuss the duties and responsibilities of the Clerk
of the Court as well as an update on the state of the
County.

 The 58th annual Panhandle Watermelon Festival is
June 27-28. This will be an exciting two-day music and
family event, with wonderful performers, the Hot Trot
Run, Watermelon Parade downtown, a fine arts show,
watermelon contests and more. Come out and enjoy
the event, eat plenty of watermelon, and spend time
with your neighbors.

generator off and I now have control of how much
time I spend on emails without it causing distractions
throughout my work day,” said Jessi.

“ His techniques for profitable marketing --  which
is an  investment you should see a return on -- were
dead on,” she added.

If you have any workshop or seminar ideas on what
you would like the Chamber offer, please let us know.
We will do our best to bring relevant and useful
information to our help our small businesses develop.

DIRECTOR from page 2

board; she also is involved in several
community organizations and activities.

Johnson-Brown is a speech language
pathologist who recently opened her own
business, Therapy World of Northwest
Florida. She treats children and adults
with a wide variety of disorders in speech

sound production, voice, fluency, language,
cognition, and feeding/swallowing.

After graduating from Chipley High
School in 1992, Johnson-Brown pursued
her bachelor’s degree in Speech Language
Pathology at the University of Central 
Florida in Orlando, and completed
her masters degree in Speech Language

Pathology at Nova Southeastern University.
Johnson-Brown promotes “healing

for a better life.”  She is a member of
ASHA, FLASHA, the Chamber board of
directors, Kiwanis, Washington County
Arts Council board of directors, and Take
Stock in Children.

AWARDS  from page 9

OCTOBER 2021
 

Every 1st & 3rd Tuesday
Noon- Kiwanis Luncheon @ Pattillo’s

During Season Every Tuesday, Thursday,
& Friday (12-5p.m.)

Farmers Market Open – 685 7th St. Chipley

Every Friday (10-2)
Washington Co. Historical Society Museum Open

Every Wednesday
9 a.m. – 2 p.m. - Vernon Historical Society Open

  

 4 Hwy 79 Corridor Authority Meeting - 10 a.m.

  WC Planning Commission Meeting – 5 p.m.

  Vernon City Council Workshop  – 5:30 p.m.

 6 Sunny Hills MSBU Advisory Committee Meeting - 6  p.m.

 7 Chipley City Council Workshop – 5 p.m.

  Sunny Hills Civic Association Meeting 6:30 p.m.

 11 Washington County School Board Meeting – 5 p.m.

 12 Chipley City Council Meeting – 6 p.m.

  Caryville City Council Meeting – 6 p.m.

 14 Town of Ebro Meeting - 6 p.m.

 18 Vernon City Council Meeting – 5:30 p.m. 

 21 WC Board of County Commissioners - 9 a.m.

  Wausau Town Council – 5 p.m.

NOVEMBER 2021
 

Every 1st & 3rd Tuesday
Noon- Kiwanis Luncheon @ Pattillo’s

During Season Every Tuesday, Thursday, 
& Friday (12-5p.m.)

Farmers Market Open – 685 7th St. Chipley

Every Friday (10-2)
Washington Co. Historical Society Museum Open

Every Wednesday
9 a.m. – 2 p.m. - Vernon Historical Society Open

  

 1 WC Planning Commission Meeting – 5 p.m.

  Vernon City Council Workshop  – 5:30 p.m.

 4 Chipley City Council Workshop – 5 p.m.

  Sunny Hills Civic Association Meeting 6:30 p.m.

 8 Hwy 79 Corridor Authority Meeting - 10 a.m.

  Washington County School Board Meeting – 5 p.m.

 9 Chipley City Council Meeting – 6 p.m.

  Caryville City Council Meeting – 6 p.m.

 11 Town of Ebro Meeting - 6 p.m.

 15  Vernon City Council Meeting – 5:30 p.m.

 18 WC Board of County Commissioners - 9 a.m.

  Wausau Town Council – 5 p.m.

  WC Tourism Development Council Meeting - 8 a.m.

Due to existing COVID-19 safety concerns, all meeting times and locations are subject to change:

Washington County 
Registered Voters:

 
If you do want to sign the Ad-

vance Washington County petition 
to place the vote on a ballot so YOU 
can decide the future, please send 
in your petition immediately. Call 
the Chamber at 850-638-4157 if you 
need a copy.

Anglo-American Screens & Gutters LLCAnglo-American Screens & Gutters LLC
850-768-8548

Jonathan Barr-Smith, OwnerJonathan Barr-Smith, Owner

AngloAmericanScreensandGutters@Gmail.com
Facebook.com/Anglo-American Screens & Gutters

Quality Does Not Cost - It Pays


